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That Samuel Pickwick visited Cambridge in September 1838 is not in doubt. 

He was seen by some scores of people at the Theatre Royal in Barnwell promoting his recently published reminiscences, though the audience 
were distinctly unimpressed. The editor of the Cambridge Chronicle could not fail to acknowledge the presence in their midst of one of the 
most famous personages of the day but commented "with Pickwick at the theatre we turned to other papers". 

Yet if Pickwick's long forgotten presence is without dispute there is a lingering mystery. For a man such as he arriving at a such a place as 
Cambridge in a such a year as 1838 could not have failed to observe the everyday life of the community, especially as that ordinary life was 
at the time most extraordinary. This Pickwick discovered, but there was more. 

During his sojourn he met rogues and vagabonds, befriended prostitutes and professors, stagecoach drivers and tradesmen eking a living 
despite University disapproval. He saw at first hand the wealth of the colleges and the squalor of the Barnwell backstreets. 

All of this he recorded intending to share it with the members of the Corresponding Society he had established to report journeys and 
adventures and observation of character and manners. Yet that information was never imparted. 

For some reason when Pickwick left Cambridge his notes did not. 

On 1st April was discovered in a dusty attic in St Andrew's Street a parcel besmirched with soot. When opened it was found to contain a 
folder packed with cuttings, posters, handbills and prints together with a notebook in a small crabbed hand full of abbreviations and 
contractions, difficult in the extreme to decipher. 

Their actual whereabouts must remain a secret and - given the date of discovery - it could all be a hoax. But there can be to my mind no 
doubt. With the wealth of detail and observation never brought together before this can only be the lost Cambridge scrapbook of Samuel 
Pickwick. 


So what did he discover about March ... 
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Theatre, Barnwell. 


• ftr CKH^JL CJK'h fir Hi appearance in t'atnbririfp , 

The present Drama of “ PICK WICK/* bn* been honoured by CROWDED IIOUSK&, 
and greeted by shouts of laugliter and reiterated peal** of applause, uj»oii every , 
representation, and has been aeknowledged by the Public* Press to be the "ONLY ; 

PTATJON OF THE PICKWICK PAPERS!” 


SUCCESSFUL ADAPT. 


On MONDAY, September 24 , 1838 , 


Will be presented u COMIC I) It A M A. in Three Acts, (EXHIBITIN'®! THE 
LIFE AND MANNERS OF THE PRESENT DAY) entitled 


ncHwim 


Or the Sayings and Doings of 


HAM WELLER! 

Adupted expressly for this Theatre, from the celebrated “PICKWICK PAPERS, bv 

BOZ !!! 


■ Tht 


ILL VHTMlJMTl oa dexu/ned and executed, by popular M* MM M. We~e*. 

The New Music bv Mr. Pindar. 


Samuel Pkhwick, E*,., G.C.M.P.C, | ,h * 


1 PICKWICK CL1 

• rvd Sefnlk, 


Tl," Irarelling the conntlea of 


l ] 

• pwM.il of know lore. S 

AoittOo* SoMl|ti>i, Ijq., M.P-C., (Correependlnj Mwbet of the Pltktkk Onb; a “ teetU tit of a tVt,") Mr. (5. SMITH. 
Nathaniel Wtokte, K«j.. M.P.C., (Corre»|H.wding Mraobrr “ iilwo and . walking of a SpotiMk) .Mr. CROWE. 

Alfred Jmgl<, R*q . (• bad charatt*., rot ». bad a* be might be, tboogb worse than be ought (a be) Mr. NAN7Z. 

Mr. Ward)#, (a fine *14 Englirh Gentleman, frietwl of iVk-uk i Mr. UKI.KOITL 
Sam WfHer, (Rooii at ibe While Hart, afrerwardr tbe attacked tfirtal of Mr. IVkaUki Mr. GILL. 

Old Weller, (a aboil long .la*. C*»tkai« •• ike Iprwich R«ed) Mr. CHICUELKY. 

Job It otter, * “ f*w» pLink of'ooma* n «tur," anwrthing between a tenant and friend (o Jrtigte ; a ktad of per ambelallnf hydtia’it) Mr. MARTI 
Joe, (a Kat lW*y, addicted la <»l<i pudding •'“I taafl"*) Mr. IIAKRISOV. 

Mr. Parker, (an Attorney, “ op la ♦netT* and a {darker (wo oter) Mr. JONES, 
inker, (a Turnkey of the Hot IMw, • food anerlwww ef a Slaog |>cti«na«y) Mr. Kill AN. 

Red Ut.n Waller, Mr. GEORGE.—White llarl Waiter, Mr. BaTEMA.V 
Mi., R«<Uet Wardle, fSUler la Mr. Wardle, in lore wBL Jingle, or any body et*e Ikal will hate her) Mr*. WATKINSO.N. 

Emily WaidJe, (ker Netce, with her head fall of norelt, dgM-.g f«r a lo»er) MUa KARRA IT. 

Arabella, ikrr I'ootlo, a franale Mtiflit, with a j^atVrrf for Mr. Winkle) Mba MATl RIN. 

Mary MaybuJ, (Serraut lo Arabella, but ATTACHED to Sam Weller) Miw NICHOLSON. 

Mu- lxs> Hauler, (a Great Patrooera of Little People, hunting for lion*) Ml» SAKER. 

ACT I. Sc«N« I. TRAFRLLRR *• ROOM, RRl) LIOX, COLCHRSTRR.-\t*\n\ of ike Pickwickian* in mrcfcfef know¬ 
ledge^ accompanied by A. Jingle, Etq. — Wkai i. Ike County af Kates celebrated far?—'The three P*a.—Wbat are Ikey f—A coootry 

welcome, and thelutrodocden of a fal .peetmea of anmnamkwlirm. ... „ , V — rk*. 

Sci.ua t. ROOM IS AtASOR FARM .—Tancrod end *w*l*m»»nda—Surcet.t.hltlty «f woman • heart, no mailer her age—1 awlk a 
aatirtcal remark! upon ihe pre»e«t tage for dgsr* and mwaUrblot.—A wew Util lo Parliament—A kiet lo tk« M miner* aod a new ijec «»" 

° f 1 Sec s I) Jf .VS OF DtXOLBi * DBLL.—IU W Mr. Snodgrt*#, lnvl*.J of (heating at Ike pigeon and killing Ike crow .hot 

at ibe crow and woandml lha pigeon. Nothing like lore. How to obtain a £lU. note to pay your Pori Key. What MJ\C. a'end. for, 
and a Somnaarkolirt aemetimea wide awake! . . ,, ■ „ak„ 

Scaat 4. HALL IS MASOR FARM.— An old Mild'* enry.—UoohJng In the country.—A jwire «|>ectBten of a Uyreruc Oda to 
uplrlng Pro*,” •»d ‘ho Poolrjr of Motion, lllorlralfd br Iho celebrated 


PICKWICKIAN QUADRILLES. 


ACM. Scans I. trim K IIART IXS, BOROUGH, LOSBOS.— How Sear Waller became Mr. Ptckwick'a reoaot. 

V rut 1 R(X)M IS THE trurru IIART I.V.V.— Sam a perfidy to ike Urrrr. “ Tke coerre ef tree lore we.er did rwo 
• tia« tn gel oat of a aenpe, and the fell ralaatlon af a woman. — Wkal ocenrionr Iba acardty ef dogr [ and 


How they make “ Sassages 


-Klr.t aptearanceof Job Trotter.—llaKalily of Ji-g>e.—Slmpllriiy of Mary, aud how coak‘r 


V .-r .1. STREET >s BURVr- 

Learlr arc won be meri-«e»ranir. 

Sciur 4. FARUJUn IS THE A SO EL, AT BURY — PickwickS revlotUn fo final rale the aril Inlenliont of Jingle—Why 
tenanti nerer heed Ikelr marter*a recre*r.—The lowpetance SoclelyJ-b’a reflecflenr on Trtwchery, and Sam Weller’a remark* oo 
prrtahleenriner and perarahwlating kydraolua.—A ten pretty rfMciaaen of woaaubood —Capld and Sam Welter. 

- ■ -* 1 -- fii’Vir - ... “ “ 


im*v n»\ 


*r* pretty 
1171 /f evil 


HUH I’ -I rwrh 


■ ne llt/hriUxti how tn rhont—Wbat Ikrr 
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July 26 1833 

Isle of Ely - On Monday the foundation was laid of a new 
steam engine of 35 horse-power, now in course of 
erection in the First District, in March. The engine is from 
the Butterley works, in Derbyshire, from whence other 
drainage engines of superior power and workmanship 
have been furnished to several of the South Level 
Districts. The contractor for the building is Mr. Freeman, 
of Ely, who is under a heavy penalty to have it ready to 
receive the engine by the 10th September next. It is 
expected that in a few years a wind engine for drainage 
will be a rare sight in the Great Level of the Fens. 
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Horrid MURDER 



HAN ft AH MANSFIELD, 

THE DENVER 

H 

e* 

t* 

n 


April 13 1827 
Rape at March 

Three men, were capitally indicted for having on 
Monday night 21 st or early Tuesday morning 22 
August, committed a rape on the body of Ann S, at 
March; and two others were indicted for feloniously 
aiding and assisting them. 

The learned Judge in a most pathetic address, 
during which many of the prisoners and the 
auditory were in tears, intreated the culprits to 
have no hopes of any longer remaining on this 
earth, and passed the awful sentence of the law 
upon them. They were then removed from the bar 
in an agony of grief: the shrieks and cries of the 
wives and relations, on their leaving the hall, were 
heartrending in the extreme. 

Two are married men, and natives of March; two 
natives of Godmanchester, near Huntingdon: They 
had been at March, working in a brick field, some 
time before the occurrence for which they received 
sentence of death. 


By Three Bankers, John Smith, John Vernam »# George Timms- 


On Tuesilay. January 3“d, 1837, n most diabolical murder 
took place at Denver, oenr Downham, Norfolk, vkhicli bus 

ranks. Hannah Mai 

rirlinrr Stti I tiihl'ar f*f\ t 


excited a sensation of horror in all w»k*. Hannah Mansfield 


■ haul ^ft non sa nf ■■ 


nr ft PAf ■ 


Three banker* were eeen near the unfortunate woman 0 
house, on the evening preceding the murder, and the foilow- 

tnsr mnrnmiT- 1 1 - - were fd*n met cloae tn 

_a TltP^p inpn Imweirer. nr first elunen ueteoiioil. aou 















" A 

The parting of the prisoners and their friends was extremely 
effecting. One had four small children with whom he had 
several interviews during the last week. 







On Sunday, the gaoler (Mr Barlow) received a reprieve for 
some of them which, for reasons, he did not communicate 
until Monday morning, when he assembled them all together, 
and then told them the pleasing intelligence. The four men 
immediately fell upon their knees, and returned thanks to God 
for the mercy that had been granted them. 

On Mr Barlow telling the other there was no hope for him, he 
made no answer, and turned away, continuing absorbed in 
grief and meditation. On Tuesday he sent for Mr. Barlow 
went down upon his knees and returned thanks for all his 
kindness to him,. On Wednesday the sacrament was 
administered by the Rev. Mr. Griffith, the chaplain to the goal. 

The culprit then, in the presence of the chaplain and Mr. 
Barlow, acknowledged the justice of his sentence, he signed a 
confession: - 

I have not only broken the laws of my country, but have been 
a great sinner against God. Sabbath breaking, drinking, cock- 
fighting, and bad company, have been the frequent practice of 
my past life, and have led to the crimes for which I justly 
suffer the penalty of the law. I hereby acknowledge I 
committed the rape by force 
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milium /fruder /TiHium Turner, and David Howard, 

\\ lin . uffcrcd on Saturday, April 3, 1830, in frout*of tin? County Gaol at Cambridge, for wilfully and malicioohly doMroyiug several Sucks of 
( urn, m>4 other property, belonging to .Mr. Cli .lk, of Linton, and Mr. Hatch, of Budlingbam, in this County. 


and found the sKck-varu in a blaze, and in a few 
hour* tin* whole of him *tjck, rained atjCdOUU. w** C u 
tirely consumed. Some witness** saw the prisoner* 


t une time 
Mr. Ilutr*' 
the coni 
some dii 
thereby l 



Tbs irretehsd men * ho hare ju>tlv forfeited their 
Hiet this day to the offended laws of thehr country, 

wrero nil in the situation of labourer#, principally em _ ___ _ 

ployed in agriculture, and other butmest connected (drinking at a public house in the neighbourhood 
with rural affair*. As the materials tor biographical in when*om<* remarkable expr<***ii>m» wvre used, respect- 
formation relating to pennons engaged in tno*e liUnable * n g the fire.—Suspicion haring fallen upon Howard (design" 
perMiit>. must necessarily be slender, we shall proceed (from this and other circumstances, he was taken into ' other |>cr 
at once to a brief detail of the circumstances w hirl, custody and conveyed to llury Gaol. On hi* way to the bisto 
led to their conviction of the utrorrm* deed fur which that place, and likewise before the magistrates, he I melanclu 

confe—cd that he set fire to Mr. Hatch's property, \\ Hinny © 
and that Bullinan, and two others, named Skarruw ! Ho war 

and Jackson, assisted him in doing it Hut a few ham. A 
‘lays previous to the trial, and after he had Ixhmi re> fathfr at 
Hurt to Cambridge, Howard confessed ! Hatch. ] 


at Freckenham, but a diort disu ee frot 

’c wikis'll U:l« ■itMalA.) • __•!._ «1 


they liuve this day suffered. 

WILLIAM HEADER, aged 2ff,uml WILLIAM 
'I UHNKR. ag»*d ^2, were arminged at the last Sum- , 
mer Assizes on a charge of arson, in wilfully and <a * Vk JC r .. 
nia cioudy setting tire to a haulm-.stack I ^longing t«> moTC< rom 


Mr C'kulk, of Linton,- in this county, on the 31 m of; Mr wulgu (of Bnrj) that h 


i ..ni 



Lad ihtii ciigugeii in onruuig iuc »wc*», 11#* cnucu nun . • , , .. , , ; .. lf 

into hi< house, and rvsked him if lie was not concerns I V 1 h JV , t ,cn ? <>n l,H \ lri;l1 ’ ,llt , an Ma *i , 1 ou< * 

in tbi' fire. i. lion It tinier, umlor a atrict .promise ..f " la , h >’ ^ torthcr to »!.<•«• that lie I,ail a «e»k c^oly <pe 
werecy, coufi-a^ to him that Turner ami himaelr, attempted several time* to dwtroy the primt 

liail agreed f. have a l.luze m.iiii-u litre, ami ie .Mr. <>theM w ho had mpioved him, .tated he j f »»»ot b 

Lucas ami OTary Reader, 

i were Executed this morning (April 13) in front of the County Coal at Cambridge, for the wilful MURDER of SUSA5 LUCAS. 

FE. CHARACTER, Ac. •j Ut« ; 1 have tirrainni thrir#- I dull \# ether 

' ....... hanvrri or Iruitfuwlrri : the \\nAe hiai h.t.k 


happy bewsa who thu day forteit«l 
to the offended law* of their country 
(tit up in indufttrioo* babiu »t»* hum- 
■uncer at Goalie Cam pa, about Chree 
Hnrerhill I*ieea war an agricul- 
nr, and lived with hta wife at the 

. 111 ... . W.a mariner in ml** VII 


hanged or tranaported ; abe bade hun hanhh 
auen thought* from hia mind n only trodtof to 
make him miaerablr. ft ia hut juat to the oar* 
mory of the poor woman to rule, that the vm a 
Kood aod anertionote wife. The pnaoner had 
never breathed one word again* her, bat w- 
knoM ledfcrd the had been a kind, rood-hearted. 


w,£1 __corrasioH 



The Execution - About one o’clock yesterday. Kitchen was conducted to the place 
of execution attended by the proper authorities; on his way he appeared to be 
internally praying, and kept his eyes stedfastly fixed on the heavens. He ascended 
the platform with a firm and determined step, followed by the chaplain, who 
immediately knelt down with the prisoner. They continued in prayer some time. 
The rev. gentleman then left the platform. The culprit surveyed the beam with 
much apparent attention. At this time the executioner proceeded to perform the 
last sad offices; not a nerve of the prisoner appeared to move, nor did he speak. 

On the executioner withdrawing from the platform, he drew the bolt, and the 
unhappy wretch was launched into eternity. 

It is calculated that not less than ten thousand persons were present at this 
melancholy scene. 

The body, after hanging the usual time, was cut down and delivered to the friends 
of the deceased, who were waiting to receive it. 
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January 23 1829 

James Swan, late of March, but now a soldier in the 25th 
regiment of foot, was arraigned at the bar, with having on the 
4th July, 1825, intermarried with Elizabeth Tinker, knowing his 
first wife to be living, A certificate of the prisoner's first 
marriage with Mary Hurst was produced, and likewise one of 
his last marriage; it was also proved that the first wife was still 
living - Verdict, guilty, to be transported seven years. 








The Charity 
Commissioners 
annually bought 
heifers or young 
cows to be 
distributed on 
Easter Monday 
to and among 
such poor 
housekeepers 
not receiving 
parochial relief — 
provided they 
had not the 
means of 
keeping a cow. 
They also rented 
cottages to 
accommodate 
the poor, paying 
nearly £400 a 
year 
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ILLUSTRATIONS ofthe^WH !C ” POOR 


Inmates are not allowed to do just as they please but 
L are confined within the walls- so able-bodied men do 
not stay there very long. 


/ / 


ij 




barn-ill work HOUSE. 
SPRING RlCt I 




GEORGE PRYMEl 
COVERNORS 


ESQ- 


Those who do stay have to work. The Workhouse is 
. surrounded by land managed by the Governor who sets 
the poor to work cultivating it and thus keeps them 
fully employed. He keeps the produce for his own use 
t and is also allowed Is 6d each per head per weekfor 
supplying the inmates with food and necessaries. 




SUPPORTED 


IN VOLUt 


RU LE.S unoer f 

4 L 5 w: IV- 

.1 no allowance! 

1 

GRUEL TWICE 



It means that a family can be maintained by the parish 
' r ■ ' rum" | ess expense inside the Workhouse than out of it- 
and they can send more there 

handsome 
exterior and is an 
ornament to the 
town and well 
run by Mr John 
Todd and his wife 
who formerly 
kept the Griffin 
Inn 
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consioerauic eneci. 

The day of his Majesty’s coronation was 
celebrated at March with that spirit of enthu¬ 
siastic loyalty, for which the town has been so 
long nnd so eminently conspicuous. A sub¬ 
scription was previously entered into for the 
purpose of enabling the poor to participate in 
the general joy, and such was the eagerness 
of all classes to unite in the display of loyal 
attachment to their Sovereign, that instances 
were not wanting of the poor themseUes 
tendering their mite, in aid of the truly 
patriotic intentions of their superiors. A 
fine ox was roasted whole, in the market-place, 
affording a most interesting sight to the hun¬ 
dreds who went in succession to view' the 
extensive preparations for the feast. The 
merry peal early in the morning roused the 
slumbering inhabitants to the festivities of* 
the day. A royal standard (prepared ex¬ 
pressly for the occasion) was hoisted in the 
centre of the town, and the troop of yeomanry, 
w ho had a field day, gratified a large assem¬ 
blage of ladies and gentlemen.by the precision 
with which they went through their various 
evolutions. At two o’clock about H>00 of the ~ 


3 rd August 1821 
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evolutions. At two o’clock about 1000 of the 
poor, seated round tables erected in the mar¬ 
ket-place. partook of the ox, whioh. with a 
liberal supply of bread and ale, afforded them 
a plentiful dinner; the military baud in the 
mean while enlivening the scene by playing 
the Komtt Deef of Old k-'.ngland.tknd many other 
appropriate airs. The gentlemen of the 
place, with the members of the troop, after 
assisting in the e ntertain ment of the poor, 
proceeded to the tinihri Inn, where they 
enjoyed a most sumptuous dinner, nnd spent 
the remainder of the evening in the greatest 
harmony and conviviality. Fireworks, 8cc. 
concluded the amusements of the day, which 
passed over without the least accident, and 
which will long be remembered with satisfac¬ 
tion, by all who witnessed the gratifying 
spectacle. 
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Griffin Hotel, March ... the walls of the 
hall are of Indian carved teak. All the 
ceilings are supported by the original 
massive oak beams and there is an 
ancient card room. This apartment has 
seen some hectic fun, for there hangs an 
old oil painting depicting three vessels 
under full sail. The hull of each ship has 
been punctured by pistol shot which has 
been fired by travellers in an endeavour 
to see who had possessed the steadiest 
hand. The bathroom contains a bath of 
real Italian marble hewn out of the solid 
stone and was originally used by the 
Italian monks. The hotel has been the 
subject of articles by Charles Dickens. 29 
08 23(3) ES 









On the front of 
the White Hart 
Inn which fronts 
the riverthere 
used formerly to 
be sme square 
bricks of great 
antiquity on 
which were 
imprinted letters 
which made out 
the name of Hew 
Garner and the 
others were the 
initial letters of 
his childrens' 
Christian names. 
This is reported 
to have been the 
first house that 
ever was built in 
March 














March has a thriving navigation 
connecting Kings Lynn with 
Peterborough 

But there is a problem: Many who 
visitors can't help noticing a wide sewer 
called the Hythe on the north side of the 
High Street and are surprised that it has 
been allowed to have continued so long 
open. There are plans to arch it over 
with brick but as the whole line can’t be 
done at once its intended to do it bit by 
bit. When finished it will no doubt add 
to the salubrity and health of the 
inhabitants 


Population increased but its caused problems with the 
post. The letter carrier was walking between nine to 
twelve miles a day. Just as he got finished it was time 
for the Wisbech mail coach to drop off more letters on 
its return run to London. Although there were very few 
of them they still had to be taken out, so he had to turn 
around and go out again. 

The postmaster charged an extra penny to deliver 
letters - so many residents collected them direct from 
the post office. The Post Office decided that to 
encourage people to write letters it would be better to 
drop the delivery charge and allow the postmaster 
extra to pay a wage to the delivery man. But the March 
postmaster employed an under-age letter carrier - his 
son -and persisted in taking Id or 1 /2 d for delivery of 
letters though this should be now be free. He denied 
any impropriety; his lad was only a little too young and 
he'd given strict instructions that the delivery charge 
was not to be made; if people had paid it they'd done 
so in appreciation of the excellence of the service 
Well the Postmaster General sent in an investigator who 
was convinced there had been frauds at March, but was 
uncertain if he could really prove who'd done it. 
Nevertheless they refused to reinstate the former 
postmaster. Instead they'd appointed John Smith who 
<;prvprl for 1 1 vpar<; until 1 Hp wpk a Hranpr and 



John Smith, Postmaster 







FIVE GUINEA! 

REWARD. 

LONT, 
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The post was delivered to March by stagecoach but on 7th 
February 1837 a mail bag was lost from the coach between 
March and Chatteris. That was not really surprising - for one 
thing the weather had been very bad and people were 
concerned about flooding. It wasn't just letters that the 
stagecoach delivered. 








In November 1 828 a hamper was taken to the Horse 
and Gate inn, Chatteris and booked by the Wisbech 
coach to London. The clerk, a nosy sort of chap, 
noticed that the string which fastened the lid had 
broken, so he peeked inside. He soon wished he 
hadn't - it contained were three dead bodies, one 
woman, two babies. Well everybody was in uproar, 
especially those who'd recently buried loved ones. 

7 One grave was opened by the parents and found to 


























































































































































































































Well at Doddington they were just about bury a local 
woman and got so worried that the relations decided 
to keep watch over her grave, day and night. Just 
after midnight they heard a cart trundling along the 
road, so they hid down in the bushes. Then they saw 
two men coming across the grass, carrying spades 
and watched as they started to dig into the fresh- 
filled grave. It was then that their military training 
broke down, one of the watchers made a noise, 
alerting the bodysQajt^he^w^o ran off, leaving their 
spades fehind 1 










Doddington should be the safest place in the fens; it 
was one of the largest villages in the country and full 
of military men who got very tetchy if not properly 
addressed. It all started when Napoleon was 
threatening to invade in 1 798 and the call went out 
for men who would come forward to fight the foe. 

Doddington enrolled a troop of Yeomany Cavalry 
with Captain Owen Gray as their leader. Many of the 
old village families enrolled: there were two 
Johnsons - Hardy was a Lieutenant and William a 
Cornet, two Matthews - Quartermaster John and 
Sergeant-Major William -with a Taylor as the 
Trumpeter. They were the men who were going to 
save the village from the advancing enemy, 





The group remained in readiness for thirty years until King George IV 
disbanded them in December 1 827. He ordered that the officers 
should retain their rank and honour, so now you see some of them 
strutting around the area, still thinking they can give the orders. But 
the lesser men can't see why they can't keep their ranks too? 

It causes great problems: if you confuse Quartermaster Thomas Gray 
with Sergeant-Major John Gray then there’s ructions and when Charles 
Dobson and James Holmes get together they'll squabble over who was 
the senior Sergeant. Then there are more than 20 privates including 
one named French, a Pope, a Goodman, Provost and Pratt — which is 
how most of the village regards them all! 

But they were needed, not to fight the French - but to repel the 
unemployed. 




The approach to the Christmas of 1830 
had not been a peaceful one, 
agriculture was in a state of collapse and 
communities throughout the country 
armed and prepared to fight to protect 
their property. 

Rumours had spread how between 40 
and 50 men had assembled in the 
village of Sawtry and started to 
demolish two threshing machines. Next 
evening they'd been joined by a larger 
group from Upton and Alconbury who 
set out on an orgy of destruction, 
wrecking machines at Alconbury Hill, 
Stukely Lodge and farmer Wright's at 
Monk's Wood House. Soon the mob 
numbered between 200 and 300 people 
and, having finished their smashing, 
they continued on to Buckworth where 
they arrived about half-past-two in the 
morning, breaking up two machines on 
farms there. 


























Landowners succeeded in 
rounding up 1 8 of the 
ringleaders who were sent 
under escort to Huntingdon 
gaol. There a number of 
special constables had been 
sworn in and despatched to 
the villages where 
insurrections had occurred. 
Under cover of darkness they 
surprised and arrested 25 of 
the labourers who had been 
involved, together with three 
poachers who happened to 
blunder into their path. By 
now the cells at Huntingdon 
gaol were getting somewhat 
crowded! 

Then just when things seemed 
to be quietening came 
rumours that a large body of 
Whittlesey rioters were on 
their way to break open 








Several young men formed 
themselves into troops of 
cavalry and infantry to await 
their arrival. As they practised 
military manoeuvres on the 
common they were joined by 40 
gentlemen from Whittlesey. 
Boosted by such reinforcement, 
and perceiving the threat to 
have lessened, 60 of the 
principal farmers also came 
forward and 300-400 men were 
sworn in as special constables. 
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Peterborough was also worried by the 
prospect of invasion from Whittlesey. A 
meeting was held in the Angel Inn to form a 
watch for the protection of property in the 
city and suburbs; men started to patrol the 
streets from ten at night to five in the 
morning; and similar patrols were made 
around farmyards. 








Meanwhile at March the magistrates were warned of 
that a gang of 200-300 agricultural labourers, 
headed by a number of poachers, were approaching 
from Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire, 
destroying property as they went. 

Notices were sent to all the churches and dissenting 
chapels - 'All persons desirous of protecting 
themselves, their families and property, are 
requested to attend immediately after divine service, 
at Thomas Orton's to be sworn in as special 
constables, it having been presented that a party of 
riotous persons are assembling in the 
neighbourhood of Whittlesey and other parishes for 
the purpose of destroying threshing machines and 
other agricultural property'. 

Soon 400 were prepared to fight, though not Mr 
Orton himself: he was suffering from gout but from 
his bed-chamber he masterminded the defence of 
the town. One man was then despatched on a fast 
horse to gallop to Whittlesey and form an alliance 
pact with the magistrates there pledging that should 
one town be attacked the other would come to its 
defence. 
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Their men were employed at fair wages, most 
had a pig in the sty - some six of them. 
Potato land was let out from a rood to half 
acre and most men had a garden. There was 
well-paid work for every man, woman and 

rhilH tnnpthpr with nnnrl <;rhnnk 

All in all there's a general spirit of 
improvement. Afoot pavement of Yorkshire 
stone lately laid down in the principal street 
has afforded an additional convenience to the 
inhabitants. 

March was a fine place to be in Dickensian 
times. 
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